In the Claims 

Please amend claims 10, 15-17, 24, 29, 37, 40, and 41, and add new claims 46-52 
as follows. 



1 . (Previously Presented) A support device for supporting tissues overlying a &n 
and second nasal passage of an animal, the support device comprising: 

an adhesive layer for securing the support device to the tissues; 

a support layer; and 

a surface layer, the surface layer configured to include: 

a center transverse dimension having a center transverse axis 
therethrough; 

a first and second lateral transverse dimension on opposing sides of said 
center transverse dimension; 

said center transverse dimension gre^r than all other transverse 
dimensions of said support device; 

a center longitudinal dimensio/having a center longitudinal axis 
therethrough which is orthogonal to said o^ter transverse axis and bisects said center 
transverse dimension; 

a first and second lateral longitudinal dimension on opposing sides of said 
center longitudinal dimension, 

said center transverse dimension greater than said first and second lateral 
transverse dimension; 

said center longitudinal dimension greater than said first and second lateral 
longitudinal dimensions; 

saifl surface layer including an apex aligned with said center longitudinal 

axis; 

said surface layer on opposing sides of said center transverse axis being 
mirror iijjfages of one another. 



2 



2. (Original) A support device according to claim 1 wherein said surface lay< 
opposing sides of said longitudinal axis are mirror images of one another. X 



on 



3. (Original) A support device according to claim 1 wherein sai^enter longitudinal 
dimension is less than said first transverse dimension. 

4. (Original) A support device according to claim 1 ^^Kerein said support layer 
includes at least one lift member. 

5. (Original) A support device according j0xlaim 1 wherein said support layer 
includes at least two lift members. 

6. (Original) A support device/^cording to claim 1 wherein said support layer 
includes three or more lift members. 

7. (Original) A support device according to claim 1 wherein said adhesive layer is 
intermittent. 

8. (Previously Presented) A support device according to claim 5 wherein said 
device includes holes through said surface layer and said adhesive layer, said holes not 
through said lift members. 

9. / (Original) A support device according to claim 1 wherein said surface layer is 
nlateral symmetrical across both of said transverse and longitudinal axes. 



10. (Currently Amended) A support device sized and configuredjoji-supporting 
tissues overlying a first and second nasal passage of a horse^Jhetupport device 
comprising: y 

a support lave r configured to redttct: tb^raw of the supporting tissues inward 



toward the nasal passages dwirig^^iration ; and 

a surface kygrTthe surface layer configured to include: 
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a first axis which bisects said surface layer along a transverse^kfiension; 
a second axis which bisects said surface layer along a Ipn^tudinal 

dimension; 

a middle region located proximate said secpira axis having a major 
longitudinal dimension, said major longitudinal dim^n^on being located between 
reduced longitudinal dimensions; y 

said surface layer bein^il^tt^ally symmetrical across both of said first 
and second axes; /j^ 

said transverse dhriension of said surface layer along said first axis being 
10-17 cm; / 

said maip/longitudinal dimension of said surface layer along said second 
axis being 5-18 cmy 

smd reduced longitudinal dimensions being less than said major 
longitudinal/aimension. 



11./ (Original) A support device according to claim 10 wherein said surface layer on 
opposing sides of said longitudinal axis are mirror images of one another. 



12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Original) A support device according to claim 10 wherein saidsiipptfft layer 
includes at least one lift member. 



14. (Original) A support device- 
includes at least two lift membej 



^Wdifig to claim 10 wherein said support layer 



\ 



15. (Curre^tt5^mended) A support device according to claim 10 wh e r e in further 
includinfretn adhesive layer for securing the support device to the tissues, said adhesive 
layei^ being intermittent. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A svip^rfdevice according to claim 14 wherein said 
device includes holes through said^fape layer and layers and said adh e sive lay e rs, said 
heles not through said lift me^rioers.^ 

17. (Currently Amended) A support device for supporting tissues overlying a fir^ 
and second nasal passage of a horse, said device comprising: X 

a first side piece for applying over said first nasal passage, the first side piece 
having a plurality of spaced-apart first detachable contact locations; X 

a second side piece for applying over said second nasal pa^ge, the second side 
piece having a plurality of spaced-apart second detachable cmifact locations; and 

a bridge piece sized to extend between the first andsecond side pieces when the 
side pieces are applied to the nasal passages of the hoiie. the bridge piece comprising a 
strip, the strip including a first lateral region andXsecond lateral region for attaching and 
detaching said first lateral region to said first^de piece and said second lateral region to 
said second side piece, the first lateral region being configured for selectively engaging 
the first side piece at one location of iKe plurality of spaced-apart first detachable contact 
locations, and the second lateral region being configured for selectively engaging the 
second side piece at one locatkm of the pluraHty of spaced-apart second detachable 
contact locations, wherein ine strip provides different support tensions by selectively 
engaging the side piecesr at different locations of the plurality of first and second 
detachable contact locations. 

18. (Prevysmsly Presented) The support device according claim 17 wherein said 
bridge piece comprises at least two hft members. 

19. / (Previously Presented) The support device according to claim 17 wherein said 
fim and second lateral regions of said bridge piece attach to said first and second side 
pieces using velcro. 

20. \ (Cancelled) 
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21. (Previously Presented) A support device acc^ 
transverse dimension is about 10-17 cm. 



liiig to claim 1 wherein the center 



22. (Previously Presented) Thp^pport device according to claim 21 wherein the 
center longitudinal dimension/is about 6-14 cm. 



23. (Previously Presented) The support dc 
major longitudinal dimension is about 6- 



:e according to claim 10 wherein the 



24. (Currently Amended) A nasal support device for supporting tissues overlyipg a 
first and second nasal passage, the support device comprising: 

(a) an adhesive layer for securing the support device to the tissjies; 

(b) a surface layer, the surface layer configured to includ^ 

(i) a center longitudinal dimension having a ^p^ter longitudinal axis 
therethrough; 

(ii) a first transverse dimension havkfg a first transverse axis that is 
orthogonal to said center lo^igitudinal axis and bisects said center 
longitudinal axis; 

(iii) a first side and a s^cJond side positioned on opposite sides of the 
first transversp^xis; 

(iv) a first protrusion disposed at the center longitudinal axis that 
projects outwardly from the first side in a direction generally along 
the/center longitudinal axis; and 

(v) /a second protrusion disposed at the center longitudinal axis that 
projects outwardly fi-om the second side in a direction generally 
along the center longitudinal axis; and 

(c) / one or more support structures having lengths that extend along the 
transverse/dimension of said surface lave r. the support structures being configured to 
reduce ^ne draw of the supporting tissues inward toward the nasal passages during 
respiration . 
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25. (Previously Presented) The nasaLs^ipport device of claim 24, wherein the center 
^ longitudinal dimension is greater th^rfany other longitudinal dimension of the surface 
/jV^ layer. 



26. (Cancelled) 

/ 

27. (Previously Presented) The nasal support device of claim 24, wherein the fifst 
protrusion comprises an apex. / 

28. (Previously Presented) The nasal support device of claim 24, wj>^ein the first 
protrusion is symmetrically disposed along the center longitudinal ^efs. 

29. (Currently Amended) A nasal support device for supporting tissues overlying a 
first and second nasal passage, the support device comprisipfg: 

(a) an adhesive layer for securing the suppo^device to the tissues; 

(b) a surface layer, the surface layer conjured to include: 

(i) a center longitudinm axis; 

(ii) a first transverse dimension having a first transverse axis 

that is opmogonal to said center longitudinal axis and 
bisects said center longitudinal axis; 

(iii) aiirst side and a second side positioned on opposite 
/ sides of the first transverse axis; 

(iv) / first and second centering structures disposed at the 
/ longitudinal axis for use in centering the center 

/ longitudinal axis of said nasal support device between 

/ the first and second nasal passages; 

Ay) said surface layer having a major longitudinal 

/ dimension at the first and second centering structures 

/ and reduced longitudinal dimensions positioned on 

/ opposite sides of the centering structures; and 

Ac) one or more support structures having lengths that extend along the 
trav^se dimension of said surface laye r, the support structures being configured to 
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reduce the draw of the supporting tissues inward toward the nasal passages durinj 
respiration . 



30. (Previously Presented) The nasal support device of clainf 29, wherein the major 
longitudinal dimension is greater than the reduced longitjidmal dimensions of the surface 
layer. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The nas^Hupport device of claim 29, wherein: 

(a) the first and second^tering structures are symmetrically disposed along 
the center longitudinal axis. X 

32. (Previously Pp^ented) The nasal support device of claim 29, wherein: 

(a) ajyleast one of the first and second centering structures comprises an apex. 

33. rpreviously Presented) The nasal support device of claim 29, wherein: 

/ (a) at least one of the first and second centering structures comprises a 
p/otrusion. 

34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) A nasal support device for sugpoFtnlflissues overlying a 
first and second nasal passage, the support^devtce comprising: 

(a) an adhesive layer for se$yirifigthe support device to the tissues; 
V (b) a surface laygrrtKesurface layer configured to include: 

(i) ^-^-^enter longitudinal dimension having a center longitudinal axis 
y^ therethrough; 
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(ii) a first transverse dimension having a first transverse axis that4s 
orthogonal to said center longitudinal axis and bisects sai^enter 
longitudinal axis; 

(iii) a first side and a second side positioned on opposite/ides of the 
first transverse axis; 

(iv) an apex disposed at the longitudinal axis; anc 
(c) one or more support structures having lengths thar sxtend along the 
traverse dimension of said surface lave n the support structures being configured 
to reduce the draw of the supporting tissues inward^ward the nasal passages 
during respiration . / 

38. (Previously Presented) A support device for supporting tissues overlying a first 
and second nasal passage of a horse, said devic^ comprising: 

a first side piece for applying over said first nasal passage; 
a second side piece for applying o^er said second nasal passage; and 
a bridge piece comprising at least two lift members, each of the lift members 
including a first lateral region and a^cond lateral region for attaching and detaching said 
first lateral region to said first side piece and said second lateral region to said second 
side piece, the first lateral region of each lift member engaging the first side piece at a 
plurality of spaced-apart first detachable contact locations, and the second lateral region 
of each lift member engaging the second side piece at a plurality of spaced-apart second 
detachable contact locations. 

39. (PreviouslyTresented) The support device of claim 38, wherein each of the lift 
members comprises a strip. 

40. (Cuirently Amended) A support device for supporting tissues overlying a first 
and second nasal passage of a horse, said device comprising: 

/first side piece for applying over said first nasal passage; 
/ a second side piece for applying over said second nasal passage; and 
/ a bridge piece sized to extend between the first and second side pieces when the 
side pieces are applied to the nasal passages of the horse, t he bridge niece comprising a 
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strip, the strip including a first lateral region and a second lateral region for attaching^d 
detaching said first lateral region to said first side piece and said second lateral re^on to 
said second side piece, the first and second lateral regions of the bridge piece^aching to 
the first and second side pieces using velcro, the first lateral region engaging the first side 
piece at a plurality of spaced-apart first detachable contact locationsymd the second 
lateral region engaging the second side piece at a plurality of spaped-apart second 
detachable contact locations. / 

41. (Currently Amended) A nasal support device/for supporting fissues overlying a 
first and second nasal passage, the support device comprising: 

(a) an adhesive layer for securing the/support device to the tissues; 

(b) a surface layer, the surface law configured to include: 

(i) a center longitudinal/dimension having a center longitudinal axis 
therethrough; / 

(ii) a first transver^ dimension having a first transverse axis that is 
orthogonal to said center longitudinal axis and bisects said center 
longitudinal dimension; 

(iii) a first side and a second side positioned on opposite sides of the 
firsUrans verse axis; 

(iv) aiirst protrusion disposed at the center longitudinal axis that 
/projects outwardly from the first side in a direction generally along 

/ the center longitudinal axis; 
(^^) wherein said first transverse dimension that bisects said center 
/ longitudinal dimension is longer than said center longitudinal 
/ dimension; and 

(c/ one or more support structures having lengths that extend along the 
transverse dimension of said surface lave r, the support structures being configured to 
reduce/the draw of the supporting tissues inward toward the nasal passages during 
respi/ation . 
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42. (Previously Presented) The nasal support device of claim 41 , wherein the^oenter 
longitudinal dimension is greater than any other longitudinal dimension o|;^ surface 
layer. 

43. (Previously Presented) The nasal support devi^^f claim 41 , v^herein said 
surface layer further includes a second protrusjoifdisposed at the center longitudinal axis 
that projects outwardly from the secon^-^e in a direction generally along the center 
longitudinal axis. 

44. (Previously J^^nted) The nasal support device of claim 41, wherein the first 
protrusion cop^ses an apex. 

45. /(Previously Presented) The nasal support device of claim 41, wherein the first 
nrusion is symmetrically disposed along the center longitudinal axis. 



46. (New) The nasal support device of claim 17, wherein the bridge piece is flexible 
to permit selective engagement of the side pieces at different locations of the plurality of 
first and second detachable contact locations. 

47. (New) The nasal support device of claim 24, further including a plurality of 
support structures. 

48. (New) The nasal support device of claim 24, wherein the support structures are 
configured to lift the tissues overlying the first and second nasal passages. 

49. (New) The nasal support device of claim 29, wherein the support structures are 
configured to lift the tissues overlying the first and second nasal passages. 

50. (New) The nasal support device of claim 37, wherein the support structures are 
configured to lift the tissues overlying the first and second nasal passages. 
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5 1 . (New) The nasal support device of claim 41 , wherein the support structures are 
configured to lift the tissues overlying the first and second nasal passages. 

52. (New) A support device for supporting tissues overlying a first and second nasal 
passage of a horse, said device comprising: 

a first side piece for applying over said first nasal passage, the first side piece 
having a plurality of spaced-apart first detachable contact locations; 

a second side piece for applying over said second nasal passage, the second side 
piece having a plurality of spaced-apart second detachable contact locations; and 

a bridge piece comprising a strip and at least two lift members, the strip including 
a first lateral region and a second lateral region for attaching and detaching said first 
lateral region to said first side piece and said second lateral region to said second side 
piece, the first lateral region being configured for selectively engaging the first side piece 
at one location of the plurality of spaced-apart first detachable contact locations, and the 
second lateral region being configured for selectively engaging the second side piece at 
one location of the plurality of spaced-apart second detachable contact locations, wherein 
the strip provides different support tensions by selectively engaging the side pieces at 
different locations of the plurality of first and second detachable contact locations. 
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